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rule of the Yadav kings of Devgiri, Dnyandev, the first saint and
prophet of Maharashtra, wrote his famous commentary on the
Bhagavatgita in the spoken language of the country. Mukundraj,
who lived under the Ballal Kings, also wrote his famous work, the
first of the kind in MaratJri in the twelfth century. The Mahomedan
invasions for a time seem to have paralyzed all activity, but
gradually the national spirit regained its healthy elasticity, and
just about the time of the rise of the Maratha power we had a
galaxy of saints and prophets, whose names have become household
words with the people of the country. The stream continued to
flow in full tide for two centuries, and then it appears to have
dried up, and with its ebb, the political domination also became a
thing of the past. Roughly speaking we may state that the history
of this religious revival covers a period of nearly five hundred
years, and during this period some fifty saints and prophets
flourished in this land, who left their mark upon the country and
its people so indelibly as to justify Mahipati in including them in
his biographical sketches. A few of these saints were women, a
few were Mahomedan converts to Hinduism, nearly half of them
were Bi&hmans, while there were representatives in the other half
from among all the other castes. Marathas, kunbis, tailors,
gardeners, potters, goldsmiths, repentant prostitutes, and slave girls,
even the outcaste Mahars. Much of the interest of this religious
upheaval is centred in the facts we have noticed above, as they
indicate plainly that the influence of higher spirituality was not
confined to this or that class, but permeated deep through all
strata of society, male and female, higji and low, literate and
illiterate, Hindu and Mahomedan alike. These are features which
the religious history of few other countries can match or reproduce,
unless where the elevating influence is the result of a widespread
popular awakening* In Northern and Eastern India a similar
movement manifested itself much about the same time. Nanak
stirred up the Punjab to rise, and made a supreme effort to recon-
cile Hinduism with Mahomedanism. Chaitanya in the far East
sought to bring men back from the worship of Shakti and Kali to
the faith of the Bhagwat; while Ramanand and Kabir, TuMdas and
Surdas, Jayadev and Rohidas, contributed each in his own way
to the work of spiritual enlightenment. Their influence las no
doubt been great and abiding, but it cannot be compared with the
work done by the saints and prophets of Maharashtra. The names
of Changdev and Dnyandev, Nivriti and Sopan, Muktabai and
Jani, Akabai and Venubai, Namdev and Eknath, Ramdas and
TukaramA Shaik Mahomed and Shanti Bahamani, Damaji and
Udhav, Bhanudas and Kurmdas, Bodhle Bawa and Santoba Powar,